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H E following Diſcourſe is bumbly 
dedicated by the Author ; who be- 
ſeeches Almighty GOD to bleſs his 
Lordſhip with Health and long Life, 
with a liberal and generous Education, 
with a virtuous and religions Diſpo/!- 
ion, with all accompliſhed Endowments, 
voth natural and moral, which may ren- 
der him the Joy and Support of bis 


Family, an Honour and Ornament to 


I Country, @ ſingular Example of 
Prudence and Piety in bis Conduct, and 
n bappy Inſtrument of doing much Good 
A2 = 


> the DSbreA Tres 


7 bis Generation, and becoming ſervice- 
Able both to Church and State, in that 
eminent Station . wherein G0 D has 


placed him. And laſtly, "tis prayed, 


that as his Lordibip advances in Age 
and Experience, he may happily avoid | 
all thoſe Rocks and Shelves, ill Cuſtoms 
and bad Examples I mean, on-which ſi 
many hopeful Young Gentlemen have 
made Shipwreck both of their Honour 
and Eftates. kw 424 4 FT a 


THIS, My Lord, is the hearty 
Prayer and With of Him, who is very 
ambitious of doing 


Your LoRDsSHI1P 


The beſt Service he is capable of, 
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Caution againſt Its. Co Ax: 
Or, A Diſcourſe ſhewing the great 
Danger of conver /ing , 
with BAD MEN. | 


EN we conſider the ge- 
| W 0 neral Corruption of the Age, 
and the great Reputation 
b hich Vice hath got in a 
Nation profeſſing a Re- 

gion that moſt ſtrictly forbids and 
kverely threatens it, under the higheſt 
and greateſt Penalties that can poſſibly 
de conceived ; we cannot but ſtand amaz- 
ed thereat, and be ready to caſt about 
n our Thoughts what ſhould be the 
Vecalion of ſo foul: an Apoſtaſy, as 
A-3 : that 


little this Religion is believed by many 
that make an outward Profeſſion of it, 


Miſchief upon that Account, than all its 


| j nfected with the Plague, they me If 
| "their Buſineſs to ſcatter the Veno! anc 
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that which the Chriſtian World doth at 
preſent lie under. 


Aud here, we need not go far to ſeek 
for a Reaſon of it, if we conſider how 


and wear the Livery of CRHRIST's Dil- 
ciples; yet in truth are no better than 
downright Pagans and Infidels, under a 
Chriſtian Name; and who do it more 


moſt open and avowed Adverſarics 
among the Heathen. 


Fox they think it not enough to diſ- 
believe Chriſtianity, and call in Quel- 
tion the Truth thereof, unlefs they like- 
wiſe decry and run it down, expoling 
irs Credit by their profane Jeſts and athe- 
iſtical Scoffs, which have more in them 
of Rudeneſs and ill Manners, than of 
Wit or good Breeding. Neither ate 
they content to keep their Opinions 0 
themſelves, but, like malicious Peope 


Contagion thereof wheree ver they come 


and among all People they W 
wit 
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with, And no wonder. then, if the 
Lives and Practices of ſuch Perſons be 
as looſe as their Principles, and they 


ok become alike dangerous and debauched 
o in both. a h 


at 


it, Tuts is a Diſtemper which hath 
Dil more or leſs infected all Sorts and De- 
than . grees of Men amongſt us, eſpecially 
ler 2 young Gentlemen, and Perſons of the 
note chiefeſt Quality; who, as ſoon as they 
nis are got looſe from Government, and 
ares peep abroad into the World, are pre- 
ſently caught up by the Libertines of the 
Age, the great Corrupters of Faith and 


o di- Manners, who ſtand ready to ſeize and 
Quel- W make a Prey of them; or elle they find 
e- them out of their own accord, to make 
voling Wl an unfortunate Acquaintance withal, and 
| athe- lit themſelves into their Club and So- 
them ciety; where they are no ſooner entered, 
aan of but they become loſt in a manner to all 
er ate that is good, hopeful, and virtuous, and 
00s to ue in the High-way to Ruin and De- 
peope truction. For when once they are en- 


gaged among this ſort of Men, and 
have been tainted by them; it is a 
Miracle if ever they eſcape their Hands, 
r recover themſelves out of the Snares 


4 4 and 


| 
| 
| 


1 ſhall take Notice, 


C I. Fi RT, Of the general Wickedneſs of 
| . Examples that are Ow. 


y II. . "Ra to arm and 


8 A Caution againſt III Company, 
and Temptations which they have 1aid 


for them; it is very rare . we hear 
rb e eu e 2 456 


THz IONS, I think it a very oak 
table Office, as well as incumbent Duty, 
to warn all People, young ones eſpeci- 
ally, of the Company of ſuch Perſons, 
and lay open the Danger aud Infection 
of ſuch Mens Principles and Practices, 
to the End they may avoid them be- 
times; and not be d away by their 
ill Counſels, or perniqbus Examples, 
which are the two main Things that cor- 
rupt the Minds and Manners of Men, 
and prejudice them againſt all that is 
good and virtuous. To which Purpoſe, 


have as 
Plaint | 
World : 
aled * 
ball che 
ours! 


the World, and the Multitudes of 


EY 


-  fortify you againſt the Danger and u- 

fection thereof,, whenever you ſha * 
have Occaſion to come among them, * 

24 +:.andd cannot * avoid them. 9 wi ; 


a” 4 


I. Figs 


general Wickedneſs that is in the World, 


which do every where abound. 


ist any new Remark or Obſervation; for 
Nature hath been the general Complaint 


among the Heathens were very ſenſible 
hereof, and variouſly diſputed the Cau- 


ſes of it. The Apoſtle, likewiſe, took 


Notice of it in his Days, when he laid, 
The whole world lies in wickedneſs,” 
Jobn v. 19. And if it did ſo then, we 
have as much Reaſon for the like Com- 


neſs ol plaint now, on whom the ends of the 
les 0 World are come zu Which are therefore 


led ” perilous times, æ becauſe Iniquity 
hall then abound, according to our Sa- 
nour*s Prediction, Mar. xxiv. 12, 


For thoſe Vices and Immoralities, 
mich heretofore fled into the Dark, 
Wd withdrew themſelves into the moſt 
4 5 obſcure 
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I. Fist, I ſhall take Notice of the 
and the Molticudes of bad Examples 
Tus no Man that knows any thing 
of the World can be ignorant of ; neither 
the Depravity and Corruption of human 


of almoſt all Ages. The wiſe Men 


* 
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© bſcure and retired Privacies, as aſham'd 
of the Light, and unwilling to be ex- 


poſed, have made bare their Face, dif. 1 
covered an impudent Forehead, and ſl 
walk daily in publick without Diſguiſe. bi 
Many Chriſtians live ſo open and uncon- V 
cerned in ſome of the fouleſt Sins and D 
groſſeſt Enormities, as if Iniquity was W 
eſtabliſhed by a Law, and God had given M 
them not only Permiſſion, but a Com- 
mand to vie with the Brutes in Senſuality, 


and to become as wicked and ſinful as ou 
Sin itſelf can make them. ere 
an 

TAIS Age affords abundance of co 
Perſons metamorphoſed into Beaſts with- the 
out a Fable, who have caſt off all that Co 
is modeſt and man-like, and aſpire after Me 
fuch high Degrees and Meaſures of Guilt, out 
as, one would. think, the Reaſon of tha 
Man, but eſpecially the Profeſſion of to 
Chriſtians, were not capable of. Na- too 
ture, now-a-days, is debauched by Art; W and 
and Men have learnt to improve them- WW Re: 
ſelves into a. more refined and artificial i wor 
Sort of Guilt, than former Ages and bein 
more innocent Times have been = then 
quainted with. . Reli 
|; ſuch 


Ix __ ſo bad is'the World, that 
truly ſerious and conſcientious. Perſons, 
ſhould they ſtand alone, would make 
but a ſmall and indifferent Figure, while 
Vice and Wickedneſs, Lewdneſs and 
Debauchery,.. do every where ſwarm 
with their vaſt Numbers and increaſing 
Multitudes, 


To trace the Sons of Bela! through- 
out all their Turnings and Windings, 
crooked and oblique Paths, would be 
an endleſs Thing, and ſcarce practicable, 
conſidering not only the Vaſtneſs of 
their Guilt, but the great Variety and 
Contradiction of their Humours. Some 
Men are invidiouſly wicked, more ſo 
out of Spite and Oppoſition to Virtue, 
than out of any great Love they bear 
to Vice; they are afraid of being thought 
too good - amidſt this general Apoſtaſy 
and Declenſion of the Age, and for that 
Reaſon. take a Pride in being thought 
worſe than they are: But by this Means, 
being Hypocrites in Vice, they make 
themſelves much greater Criminals in 
Religion likewiſe, Others again are 


ſuch profeſſed Patrons of Impicty, that: 


they 
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ie A Caution againſt II Cour Av. 
they endeavour what they can to ſpread 
and promote it in the World, and give 
it all the Aſſiſtance and Encouragement 
they are "able ; as if they intended to 
make Vice as laſting and durable as hu- 
man Nature, by propagating Inſtances 
of Guilt and Folly to all fucceeding 
Ages and Generations. 


Now how can we expect that Virtue 
and Goodneſs ſhould be able to thrive 
and proſper, when it meets every where 
with ſuch Multitudes of Enemies and 
Oppoſers; and finds fo very few Friends 
to take its Part, or give it Countenance ? 
To conſider what Intereſt and Reputa- 
tion Vice hath got in the World, and 
what Contempt and Reproach a fixed 
and ſteady Virtue is purſued withal on all 

Hands, and among all Parties, when 
it makes againſt their Intereſt, would 
almoſt rempr a ferious Man to renounce 
the World, and retire into Shades and 
Solitude, where there is leſs of Company, 
but more of Innocence. And indeed, 
this very Conlideration, among others, 

ave the firſt Occaſion to an Anchorite's 
reeluſe ſort of Life; many pious and 


devout Perſons retreating into * 
NET, | ws 
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and Wilderneſſes, on purpoſe to fly the 
Temptations of greater Towns and po- 
pulous Cities: They choſe rather to con- 
verſe with Beaſts of Gop's own imme- 
diate making, than with ſuch as made 
themſelves ſo ; they being the more 
monſtrous and dangerous of the two. 


Bur there is no Neceſſity for any to 
ue do this; for ſhould all good Men fol- 
ve low this Example, the World would be 


ere left to itſelf, to foam and rage in its own 
nd Wickedneſs, without any Hopes of be- 
nds coming better. Moreover, our Saviour 
de? hath given us no Command or Encou- 


Na- ragement for any Thing of this Nature: 
and For though in his Time the World was 
xed over-run with all manner of Wicked- 
| all neſs, both Fewih and Pagan, yet He 


hen did not turn Hermit, or retire abſolutely 
zuld tom the Society and Converſation of 
ince Men, Malt. xi. 18, 19. For that would 


have overthrown the great End of his 
coming into the World, which was to 
better and reform it, as well by his Ex- 
imple as Doctrine; and therefore he 
convers'd freely and publickly with all 
wrts, like a Phyſician among his Pati- 
ts, retuſipg none his Company, wha 

A came 
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came with a Deſire to learn, or upon 


whom he thought he might make a 
Cure. ; 


Ano herein the Example of Chriſt 
ought to be Matter of our Imitation; 
not to betake ourſelves to Deſerts and | 
Solitude, where we ſhall meet with 
but few Opportunities of doing Good 
but we ſhould: publickly endeavour (we 
of the Clergy more eſpecially ) by our 
ſound Doctrine and pious Examples, 
to promote Religion in the World, and 
to ſtem, if poſſible, that Tide of Wicked- 
neſs which ſets with ſo ſtrong and im- 
petuous a Current, and 1s in danger to 
carry away weak and unwary People 
with the Force and Violence of its 
Stream. 


Berore I proceed to the Caution and 
Advice I promiſed you in this Caſe, 
give me Leave to acquaint you, in the 
Second Place, in what Senſe we may, 
and may not, engage in the Company 
of bad Men. 

For the better underſtanding of this, 
we mult conſider, that there is a gre 
ea 
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deal of Difference between being in the 
Company of bad Men, and the keeping 
of them Company: The former we 
can never wholly avoid by all our Care 
and Induſtry ; for then, as.the Apoſtle 
ſaith, '*. we muſt needs go out of the 
world,” 1 Cor. v. 10. for as long as the 
World ſtands, there will be bad Men of 
all Sorts; and while we; live together 
in the World, we cannot always avoid 


them, be we never ſo careful or deſirous, 
of it: For, | 


1. Firſt, IT is. impoſſible but that 
at ſome Time or other we ſhall fall into 
their Company unawares, and againſt 
our Wills, when we deſign. nothing of 
it: For where there are good and bad 
Men mingled: together, it is not to be 
imagined, but that we ſhall ſometimes 
light upon the Bad as well as the Good; 
nay, the former is the more likely of 
the two, becauſe the Wicked, in all 
Ages, have exceeded the Good, and 


got the Advantage of Numbers on their 


2. Secondly,. 


rr 
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2. Secondly, Oux very Callings and 
Employments in the World do many 
times caſt us among all ſorts of Men, 
and oblige us to hold a civil and decent 
Converſation with them; and this can- 
not be avoided as Jong as Men keep up 


Trade and Commerce in the World, 
which engageth them in great Variety 2 
of Buſineſs and Company. | wo 


3. Thirdly, Ir -is poſſible we may by” 

have Friends and Relations of our own, * 

near Neighbours and Acquaintance, 

that may be none of the moſt regular in 
their Morals, or ſober in their Conver- 
ſation. Now in this Caſe, it would be 
very hard to think we are obliged either 
to a perpetual Shyneſs or total Forbear- 
ance of their Company; this would 
look ſomething unnatural, and carry 
too great a Shew of Moroſeneſs and I!l- 
Nature along with it. 


4. Fourthly, A good Man may re- 
ceive many Kindneſſes and good Offices 
from bad Men; and in that Caſe too, 
Gratitude and Civility do oblige him to 


repay one Kindneſs with another; 0 
acknow- 
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acknowledge every Man's Civility; and 
repay it when Opportunity ſerves. Now 

3 this cannot be done, without ſome ſort 

, of Correſpondence between them in the 

mg”, $09 „en n. 

3 Hjthly, We may ſometimes go 

into the Company of bad Men, or ad- 
mit them into ours, out of a Deſigu of 
doing, if po ſſible, ſome Good upon 
them ; we may converſe with them, as 
a Phyſician converſes with ſick and diſ- 
eaſed Perſons; or as Chriſt did with the 
Seribes and Phariſees, with Publicans and 
Sinners; not out of any Fondneſs or De- 
light we take in their Company; but 
in hopes of reclaiming or working upon 
them by good Counſel and Advice, if 
* peradventure Gop will give them 
* repentance to the acknowledging of 
the truth,“ 2 Tim. ii. 23. 


Tuis indeed is a bleſſed Deſign, but 
which every good Man, that means 
well, is not capable of; he muſt be a 
e {Wvill-refolved, prudent, and experienced 
Chriſtian, that is fit to undertake a De- 
ban of this Nature, and carries ſo 
much of Danger and Hazard along with 

| Ic 5 
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it; he ought to fortify himſelf before. 


hand with the ſtrongeſt Antidotes, for to 
fear he ſhould catch the Infection him- * 
ſelf, while he charitably attempts the the 


Cure of it in others. But, however, the 
Thing in itſelf . conſidered, carrics a I.” 
great deal of Goodneſs and Piety in it; Thi 
and if undertaken by Perfons capable 
thereof, may, by the Bleſſing of Gon, pani 
and Prudence in the Management, be a * 
made uſe of to very good Ends and Pur- 


poſes, as ſometimes it hath been done, WM lane 
| . 0 0 
So that in ſome or all of the fore: Ml tung 

mentioned Reſpects, it is a Thing next in th 


to impoſſible wholly to avoid the Com- 


pany of bad Men, upon one Account ot 
another. 


Bur now, as I ſaid before, it is one 
Thing to be in the Company of bad 
Men or wicked Perſons, and another 
Thing to keep them Company as our 
intimate and familiar Acquaintance, or 
ſtrike up a League and Friendſhip with 
them. The former may be accidenta|, 
and againſt our Wills; but this latter 
muſt be Matter of Deliberation and 
Choice, and cannot be done without our 
OW 
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own voluntary Conſent. It is one Thin 

to deal with them by Way of Trade 
or Commerce; to repair to them on 
the Account of Buſineſs; to viſit them 
as a Relation, or to be civil to them as 
a Friend and Neighbour ; but another 
Thing to take them into our Boſom, 
or chooſe them for our conſtant Com- 
panions and daily Aſſociates; which 
a Man can never do without running 
a mighty Hazard' of his Virtue and 
Innocency ; and ſuch as no truly wiſe 
or good Man would put to the Ven- 


ture ; and therefore I ſhall now proceed 
in the 


* 


I. Secovp Place, to caution you againſt 


the Company and Converſation of 
bid Men, and fortify you againſt 
the Malignity and Contagion there- 
of; eſpecially ſuch as are publickly 
vicious, openly ſcandalous and pro- 


fane. Now this may be done theſe 
two Ways: 


Firſt, By coming among them as 
ſeldom as may be. | 


Secondly, 
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 *,, Secondly, By watching and reſoly. 
ing beforchand againſt the Danger and 
Infection, when you cannot always avoid 
their Company. 


I, To prevent the Danger that may 
ariſe from bad Men, the beſt Way is, 
if we can do it handſomely, to avoid 
their Company, and come among them 
as little as may be: For Abſence, gene- 
rally, is the beſt Antidote againſt lnfec- 
tion; and it is both ſafe and prudent 
to withdraw from a Temptation, when 
- there is little Hopes of avoiding it any 
other Way : In ſuch a Caſe, it is better 
to make an honourable Retreat, than ta 
hazard our Virtue by a weak and feeble 
Defence. Here then the Advice cf 
the wiſe Man comes in, and is molt 
proper and ſeaſonable, Prov. iv. 14 
Enter not into the paths of the wicked, 
*g not into the way of evil men, avoid 
it; paſs not by it, turn from it, and 
# pals away.“ | 


Now this Advice will not be thought WW Coy 
over ſtrict and ſevere, if you conſidet Ifaſhion 
with me the great Miſchief and Incon:Neaſt in 
veniency which commonly ariſeth from vith þ, 


(00 


3 
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oo great a Freedom and Fatniliarity 


1d 
EY Tuskr 0 Hopes of 29 
Good to be got among them. This is 
127 WH ere upon many Accounts, but more 
is, Wh eſpecially with reſpeck to Religion, 
oid Wh which is greatly injured and obſiruRted 
cm Wl thereby. There is no greater Hindrance 
ne- tothe regular Practice bf Religion and 
tec- WW Piety, than the Converſation of ſuch 
lent Men as are prejudiced againſt it. It is 
hen ſearee poſſible for a Man to be good 
any Wt long, or good to any Purpoſe, who 


engageth himſelf too frequently and fa- 
an to miliarly among the vain and looſer Sort 
eebic Wh of People. For Example is very pre- 
e of Wvalent, and carries a mighty Stroke and 
molt WW Influence along with it, either to excite 

. 14 FWto Virtue, or tempt to Vice; but 
-ked, Vice, in many Reſpects, hath the Ad- 
avoid vantage over Virtue, in that it hath our 


, and ¶ corrupt Natures and evil Inclinations to 
back and befriend it. 


Company is a Mold that is apt to 
Ifaſhion the Manners of thoſe that are 
eaſt into it: An intimate Converſation 
with bad Men is likely to ſtamp our 

| Minds 


ad * tad Men ot eee for, n wo 
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Minds with ill Impreſſions, and form 
our Natures to bad Cuſtoms and vicious 
Habits, which are quickly learnt, but 
not ſo eaſily forgot or worn out again. 


_ THzREFORE it concerns all Perſons, 
but young People more eſpecially, to 
be very ſhy and cautious of their Com- 

any z to have a mighty Care what 
Friendſhips and Acquaintance they con- 
tract at their firſt ſetting out into the 
World, and what Perſons they become 
intimate and familiar withal; becauſe 
this is a Matter of very great Importance 
as to the future Conduct of their Lives; 7. 
yea, many Times their Well-doing in is not 
both Worlds, doth in a great Meaſure de- our 1 
pend upon the Prudence of their Choice M ftable 
herein in this Reſpect. . They ſhould MF impro 


then chooſe their Acquaintance by the Wiſgt 
Advantages they hope to receive from ing y 
them in point of Wiſdom and Knov-W other. 
ledge, Virtue and Goodneſs ; and not fuch N 
merely to gratify a vain, light, and after, 

frothy Humour; which yet is the chit ately t 
Thing in Converſation that takes mol And : 
with the preſent Age. A Humour ver Chearf 
inconſiſtent with the Gravity and Seriſ and co 
ouſneſs of Chriſtian Principles, vn Minds, 

ab 


. 
— ... . co comeom e 
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m able to that pious and devout Frame of 
us Mind, which ariſeth from an awful 
ur WM Senſe of Gop and Religion, and which 
ought to be continually upon our Minds; 
and is made by the wiſe Man the firſt 
Beginning or Step to Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge : Prov. ix. 10. The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wiſdom, and 
" the knowledge of the holy, is under- 
„ ſtanding.* Job xxviii. 28. And unto 
man he ſaid, Behold, the fear of the 
Lord, that is wiſdom, and to depart 
„from evil, is underſtanding, 


Tur End therefore of Converſation, 
is not ſo much to ſport and paſs away 
our Time in a vain, fooliſh, and unpro- 
fitable Manner, as to redeem it for the 
improving ourſelves and others in true 
Wiſdom and ſolid Virtue, for the grow- 
ing wiſer and better every Day than 
other. The Company, therefore, of 
ſuch Men is moſt to be valued and ſought 
after, which conduceth more immedi- 
ately to this great and excellent End : 
And tho' it be true, that Mirth and 
Chearfulneſs are ſometimes neceſſary, 
and convenient to relax and divert our 
Minds, even as Sauce is to reliſh our 
Meat, 
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Meat and keep up our Appetite; yet 
innocent Mirth is infinitely preferable 
to that which is light and frothy, lewd 
and profane; and the Pleaſure received 
in the Society of wiſe and good Men, is, 
of all others, the moſt ſatisfactoty and 
delightful to a vittuous and well-diſpoſed 
Mind; and is ſuch as leaves no 5 Remote 
pre r Sting of ny Werner it. 
Un . 
A T which. is-commor called 
Good Company, in the Lan of 
good Fellows, Experience tells us, is 
none of the beſt: For they teach us 
not to improve, but to laviſh away and 
misſpend our Time, and with it, very 
often, dur Health, Eſtate, and Repu- 
tation to boot; ſo that not only ſingle 
| Perſons, but ſometimes whole Families, 
f ſuffer thereby, and rue the miſerable 
Effects of ſuch Mens Converſation. For, 
alas! what is there to be got or learnt 
among them, but a great deal of Il, 
that muſt be unlearnt again, and deep!y 
repented of, if ever we would grow 
g00d, and ſet up to be ſerious ? 


Cn it be any Pleaſure to a good 


* Man, to hear Men run down * 
an 
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and Religion, at that Rate, as many do? 
To hear them talk irreverently of their 
| Maker, and contemptuouſly of all ſuch 
| as-endeavour”' to be like Him, What 
Satisfaction can it be to a/ſober Perſon, 


f to hear Men fly out into the/laviſh Com- 
4 mendations of a ſenſual and debauched 
0 Life, or to become the avowed Advo- 
cates of Sin and Vice? What Delight 18 
* to have our Ears grated with formid- 
ed able Oaths and Curſes upon every little 
of Emotion of Paſſion, and ſometimes upon 
i; done at alls or to behold them quarrel- 
us ing wich thoſe that will not bear them 


Company in all their Heights and Ex- 
ceſſes of Intemperance? an 


agle , Hr that can think this to he Plea. 
lies, bre, or good Company, may as well 
all Darkneſs Light, and Light Dark- 
neſs, as the Prophet ſpeaks, Ihajab v. 20. 
that is, give the Name of one Contrary 
o anotherziand with ſuch ſort of good 
Company - Hell itfelf is like to be 
mronged and crouded, and can afford 
um enough thereof, if no other can 
leaſe him. er Fe 


2 14 
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\ Secondly,” Inſtead: of receiving any 

Good by ill Company we are in Danger 
to receive a great deal of Harm, and be 
ſet a great Way back in: a virtuous and 
religious Courſe of Life. For ſuppoſe 
a Man ſhould reſolve never fo ſeriouſly 
to take up and amend the former Wick- 
edneſs his Life, or to live more 
ſtrictly and cautiouſly for the future; yer 
if he doth not refrain from ill Company, 
and take up a Reſolution againſt them, 
he can never hope to be Good long, nor 
avoid thoſe Snares which-will be laid for 
him: Nay, let him be never ſo conſtant 
to the religious Uſe of the Means, yet 
their ſubtil and malicious In ſinuations 
will be able to ſpoil all, enough to ſtag- 
ger the firmeſt Reſolutions, and render 
all the Methods of. divine Grace vain 
and ineffectual: No Council, nor Re- 
proof; no Inſtruction, nor Advice; nei- 
ther Sermons nor Sacraments, will be able 
to prevail againſt - the Temptations 0 
bad Men, or take Effect againſt the 
Force and Influence of a corrupt anc 
vicious Example. For the Sons of 5! 
tial ſtand ready to undo all that ever hat 
been done by the Motion of G0 


Spirit within, or the Inſtruction 7 hi 
; or 
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Word without us : It is their Buſineſs 


and Delight to corrupt and prejudice 


one another againſt the great and weighty 
Truths of Religion; to ſuppreſs and 
ſtifle all hopeful Beginnings and Diſpo- 
litions to Virtue in thoſe. they converſe 
withal ; to laugh and jecr them out of 
the moſt ſerious Purpoſes and Reſo- 
lutionsz and by wrong Names and re- 
proachful Terms, to put People, if 
poſſible, out of conceit with their Duty: 
And, I ſuppoſe, I may have the Ex- 
N of ſome of my Readers to con- 
m the Truth of what I ſay, 


LtTa Man begin to take up, and 
grow ſerious, and they will preſently 
conclude he is Melancholy and Moroſe; 
it he ſcruples a Compliance with their 
Follies and Extravagancies, he is then 
Nice and Preciſe z if he makes a more 
than ordinary Profeſſion of Vittue and 

lineſs, and lives a devout, regular, 
and well-ordered Life, then preſently 
ne paſſes for a Fanatic, or ſome ſuch 
Thing, Which laſt, let me tell you 
by the Way, is a mighty Reproach and 
Scandal to our Church; as if they whom 


bey call by that Name were the only 


B 2 Perſons 


ſpeaking of; who, tho' they are pleaſed 
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Perfons in the World that have a Shew 
ot Senſe of Religion; or that none A 
could be ſerious, but he muſt preſently 
deſert our Communion, and liſt him. 
ſelf into a contrary Party: When, Goy an 


be praiſed, we have in our Church WW nc 


as many Helps and Encouragements to MW m 
become religious and devout, as there an 
are to be found any where elſe through. De 
out the Chriſtian World. And if any IM and 
Cauſe hath been given for the foremen- W wh 
tioned Charge, it hath been occaſioned the 
through the lewd and offenſtive Behavi- got 
our of this Sort of Men we have been 


'to own themſelves of our Communion, 
and ſhew themſelves ſometimes in our 
public Aﬀemblies, yet 'are meer Stran- 
gers to all Religion, and know not what 
Reverence and Devotion means. Such 
Men can be no great Credit to any 
Church or Party they ſhall join them- 
ſelves with; and therefore, to what 
Purpoſe ſhould we be fond of them: 
Nay, if ſuch rotten Members were cut 
off from the Body of the Church, I dare 
fay ſhe would be no loſer by it; Re- 
gion, I am certain, would not; "= 

| hat 


Py 
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bew bath ſuffered ſo much already on their 
10ne Account. 


ntl 

"a Bur to. proceed, — The Stiffneſs 
Gor and Regularity of a holy Life ought 
urch not to be confined to a particular Party, 


much leſs Forged as a Reproach upon 


there any. For Holineſs is the Doctrine and 
veh- Deſign of the Golpel, the chief End 
any and Aim of our Chriſtian Profeſſion, 
men- which belongs in common to all that own 
joned themſelves Chriſtians; and then, why 
havi- not to our Church and Communion 
been among the reſt ? Such Men, therefore, 
leaſed WM may as well charge the very Profeſſion 
mion, of Religion with being Fanatical and 
n out Preciſe, as the Practice of it; and | am 
Stran- MW fure no Man will adventure to do either, 
Ce what Wh but ſuch as are Enemies to both, and 
Such WW would gladly bring all Religion into 
o any Wl Contempt. 

them- 

what AND this, I fear, is at the Bottom 
them: of ſuch Mens Deſigns; who, having no 
ere cut Religion of their own, have but little 
dae Kindneſs for it in others; and therefore, 
t; Re- by calling Things by wrong Names, 
which and giving them reproachtul Terms, 


B 3 endeavour: 
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endeavour: to prejudice them againſt all 
that is good and ſerious, 


WHEREFORE, in the Third Place, 


Thirdly, Wx ought to avoid the Com- 
pany of bad Men, as the great Inſtry- 
ments and Agents which the Wicked 
One makes ule of to ruin and deſtroy 
Souls, | | 


THrrRE are a great many Tempters 
in the World, befides the Devil, and 
ſuch are little leſs Enemies to the Sou's Hap 
of Men, than he is; who engage in the then 
ſame Cauſe, and ſet on foot the ſame % b 
d Deſigus againſt Gov and Re- loſtr. 
igion that he doth, Were it not for WM nd 
them, the Devil could not make ſo Deſig 
many Proſelytes; neither would he be 
capable of doing ſo much Miſchief in De 
the World, as commonly he doth : But pot 
it is the debauched and lewder Sort of {MW Atten 
Men, which eſpouſe his Intereſt, and Nets 


plead his Cauſe, and act his Part; and eat 
that much more effectually, than ober- & thy 
wiſe he himſelf would be able to de Emil 
For ſhould that evil Spirit ſkew him- Temp 


ſelf in his own Colours, or appear openly] 
| in 


— — 
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in a Temptation, he would be more 
likely to ſcare from it, than allure to it: 
bat now wicked Men -are cloathed in 
our Nature, and endued with like Paſſi- 
ons and Affections with ourfelves, - we 
converſe more freely and familiarly with 
them, and by this Means they are apt 
to ſurprize us unawares, and to get within 
us, When we leaſt ſuſpect them. Now 
ſurely, it the Tempter himſelf, were he 
viſible upon Earth, ought to be dreaded 
and abhorred by us as the avowed Ene- 
my of Mankind, as the Envier of their 
Happineſs, and Promoter of their Ruin; 
then, for the ſame Reaſon, we ought 
to be no leſs afraid of his Factors and 
Inſtruments that are abroad in the World, 


and employed by him to carty on his 
Deſigns. | 


DoTH it not therefore concern us to 
oppoſe ourſelves againſt all Deſigns and 
Attempts of this Nature, to avoid thoſe 
Nets and Snares which are laid by the 
great Adverſary of Souls, and to be 
as ſhy arid cautious of his Agents and 
Emiſſaries, as we would be of the 
Tempter himſelf, ſhould he come and 


B 4 | ſet 
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ſet upon us in an open Manner, as once 
he did upon our bleſſed. Saviour ? 


TuxRETORR, when we obſerve how 
forward ſome Men ate to entice others 
to Sin, and draw them into a Tempta- 
tion, ought we not to be as earneſt in 


calling them back, and forewarning 


them of the Danger, if poſſible, to rel- 
cue them out out of the ſnare of the de- 
vil,” and ſave thoſe that are ready to pe- 
riſh ? Shall bad Men make it their Buſineſs 
toendanger Souls, and bring them intothe 
ſame Guilt and Condemnation with them- 
ſelves; and ſhall we, who are entruſted 
with the Care of them, tamely look on, 
and hold our Peace, for fear of diſoblig- 
ing and giving Offence ? Shall they 
take ſo much Pains, and uſe ſo many 
Arts 30 croud hell, and fill up the Place 
of Torments; and ſhall we be at none at 
all to prevent their Deſigns, and pull 
them as fire-brands out of the fire?“ 
Jude 23. Surely the Souls of Men are lit- 
tle beholden tous, if we have not as much 
Courage and Reſolution in our Endea- 
vours to ſave them, as wicked Men have 
in their Attempts to ruin them; eſpeci- 
ally conſidering they are our E 
an 


. 
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and part of our Charge, committed to us 
by Gop, and for which we muſt be ac- 
countable another Day. Have we not 


w therefore as much Reaſon to appear 
78 zealous in a good Cauſe, as any Man 
a- can have to grow bold and confident in 
in bad one? And if this be not enough 
ng. do excuſe our Zea), and juſtify our moſt 
el- fervent Endeavours this Way, we will 


Je- fit down contentedly under the worſt 
de- Wl of their Reproaches, and ſet as light by 
els them, as they uſually do by our Inſtruc- 
the Wl tion and Reproot. 


ted An p ſo much for the firſt General, 
on, Wl namely, that if we would avoid the 


lig- Danger of Ill Company, we muſt come 
hey moag them as ſeldom as may be. But, 
any | | 
lace 


I. SzconpLy, Becauſe I have ſhewed 


pull you. before, we cannot always avoid 
re fs the Converſation of ill Men, we muſt 
e lit- endeayour to arm and fortify ourſelves 


againſt the Danger and Infection 
mereof, when at any Time they may 
le in our Way, and we ſhall have 
Oecaſion, as ſometimes we may, to 
converſe with them. 

B 5 Now 
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Now my Advice in this Caſe ſhall 
be this; that when you find yourſelves 
engaged in any, Company, which you 
have reaſon to ſuſpect as none of the beſt, 
be cautious of two Things : 


1. Firſt, Not to take their Counfel, 
or comply with their Examples, in any 
Thing that is ill. 


2. Secondly, Think never the worſe of 
Religion for their Scoffing, and making 
a Mock of it. | 

1, If you cannot wholly avoid their 
Company; yet be ſure to ſtand upon 
your Guard, and take up a Reſolution 
not to comply beyond the Bounds of 
Innocence and Decency. Stir not a 
Foot beyond what is lawful and expedi- 
ent; for if once you come to quit your 
Poſt, and paſs your Bounds, you will 

not know where to ſtop, nor when to 
give over. For Company is acknow- 
ledged to be a very tempting and be. 
witching Thing; it makes Men do 


many Things both againſt their Interelt] 


and Inclination, and which — 
« t [# 
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they-would not have done, but out of 
Compliance to their Company, and be- 
cauſe they would not be thought un- 


| ſociable. 


THEREFORE abundance of Caution 
and Prudence is neceſſary to be uſed here; 
a great deal of Courage and Reſolution 
to refilt a Temptation, when once you 
are engaged among them. Ir is an eaſy 
Matter to ſwim down the Stream, or be 
carried away with a Crowd; but to bear 
up againſt the one or the other, Hic la- 
bor, hoc opus; this is the hardeſt and 
moſt difficult Taſk of all: And yet this 


is abſolutely neceſſary for a Chriſtian, 


who would keep cloſe to his Duty, and 
lead his Life agreeable to the Principles 
and Obligations of his Profeſſion. He 
will be ſure to meet with many Temp- 
tations and Diſcouragements in the Pur- 
ſuit and Progreſs of a virtuous Life, 
which he muſt beforehand arm him- 
ſelf againft: He muſt reſolve to bear 
up under all Oppoſition, with a Mind 
hardened againſt Reproach, and be pre- 
pared, with his Saviour, to ſuffer the 


Scorn and Contradiction of Sinners, ra- 


ther than grow weary and faint in his 
Mind ; 
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Mind ; for he that doth fo; is very unfit 
to engage in this Warfare. 


SOMETIMES they will upbraid you 
with Singularity, and object Preciſeneſs 
in the Caſe. This, I confeſs, in little 


and unneceſſary Things, is an Argument 
of Folly and Affectation, but in point of 


Virtue and Religion, it is a Token of 
deep Thought and ſerious Reflection. 
Some People love to be ſingular in par- 


ticular Modes and Faſhions, which they 


envy to the Vulgar, and hate when they 
Srow common; why then ſhould that 
be accounted a Fault in Religion, which 
they think to be none at all in Pride 
and Vanity? 


Bur if the Practice of Religion be 
fingular, pray who are they that make 
it {0? or who are to be blamed for it? 
Did all thoſe who own themſelves 
Chriſtians, live up to what they have ſo- 
ed themſelves 
by their baptiſmal Vow and Promile, 
the Practice of Chriftianity would be 
ho longer ſingular, but as univerſal and 
extenſive as the very Name and Pro- 


feflion of it: And ſo it was in the pri- 


mitive 
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mitive Times; the Sight of a profligate 
and debauched Chriſtian was as rare and 
ſingular then, as it is common and uſual 
among us now. But Virtue and Good- 
neſs muſt be charged with Singularity, 
as long as the greateſt Part of ® the world 
lies in wickedneſs,” 1 Jobn v. 19. And if 
ever Singularity be juſtifiable and praiſe- 
worthy, it is in being ſingularly good and 
virtuous, in excelling the Generality of 
Mankind, in . the World, the 
vain Cuſtoms and lewd Examples there- 
of, and in living “ blameleſs and harm- 
" leſs, as the ſons of God, without re- 
" buke, in the midſt of a crooked and 
" perverſe generation,” Phil. ii. 15. And 
ke that in this Caſe is aſhamed or afraid 
to be thought ay Ah can never hope to 


; be Wake one of Chaisr's little Flock, 
ake but muſt expect his Fate among the com- 
it? non Herd. | 

ves y | 

> ſo- PERHAPS,.0n. the other hand, it 
ves {Way be judged Rudeneſs and Incivility, 
niſe, ben in Company, not to do as they do, 
| be Withecially as to the Exceſſes of Meats 


nd Drinks. But why fo? If there be 
ny Rudeneſs in the Caſe, it lies on 
heir Side, not on yours, in preſſing you 


beyond 
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beyond the Bounds of what is modeſt 
and decent, ſafe and convenient: And 
1 know no Rudeneſs or Incivility com- 
parable to that, which openly affronts 
Gop and his Laws on the one hand, 
and which beſots and depraves human 
Nature on the other; the one makes us 
Beaſts, and the other Devils, in the Fi- 
gure of Men. | 


And thus it is no hard Matter to put 
by all the Scoffs and Reproaches of bad 
Men, and make them recoil on the firſt 
Aggreffors themſel ves. 


2dly, When you chance to happen 
into the Company of bid Men, never 
think the worſe of Religion, nor be put 
out of conceit with your Duty, for any 
Thing they ſhall ſpitefully object or pro- 


fanely alledge againſt it: But in the T. 
| faineg 

1. Firſt Place, take your Meaſures WW Himſ 
of Religion, not from the Opinions of admit 
Men, or the Example of the Multitude, turnin 
but from the Records of holy Scripture, i Religi 


where alone it is to be found pure an 
incorrupt; free from all "> grol 
Ned, Ixtu 
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Mitures and Alloys wherewith ill Men, 
for their own private Ends, have cor- 
; rupted and debaſed it; where you will 
; find Religion to be quite another Thing 
from that which is commonly talked of 
and practiſed in the World; that the 
Service it requires from us, is a reaſonable 
Service,” ſuch as becomes rational Crea- 
tures to pay their wiſe and great Crea- 
tor 3 that its Commands are holy, juſt, 
and good, tending in their own Nature 
to the Happineſs and Perfection of ours. 
In a word, that it is the eternal Truth 
and Wiſdom of Gop ; that never alters or 
changes with the“ taſhions of the world, 
pen which ſoon paſs away,” nor with the Fan- 
ever WW cies or Opinions of Men, which com- 
- put monly wait upon their Intereſt, and are 
any fſubſer vient to their Luſts and Paſſions, 


Tux Principles of Religion, as con- 
tained in the ſacred Oracles, like Gop 
Himſelf, who is the Author of them, 
admit of no“ variableneſs nor ſhadow of 
furning ;* for what is once a Truth in 
Religion, always is, and will be fo. 


Ir 
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IT hath been an uſual Practice, in all d 


Ages, to ſet on foot and cry vp thoſe R 
Doctrines and Opinions which ſuit moſt be 
with Mens corrupt Appetites and Incli- as 
nations, with their ſecular Intereſt and ou 


Advantage; and on the other hand, 
to bring thoſe into Contempt and Re- 
proach with the People, which at any 
Time run croſs and counter to their De- 
ſigns, whereof the preſent Age is a de- 
plorable Inſtance, in reſpect of thoſe 
looſe and pernicious Doctrines which are 
taken up and pleaded for by the Liber- 
tines of the Age, who are impatient of 
all Reſtraint, and would be under no 
Government, but that of their ſlaviſh 
Luſts and domineering Paſſions. 


Bur this ſhifting of Principles, and 

” turning about with every wind of doc- 
trine,” is like to be not only a Scandal to, 
but the Ruin of all Religion; for if once Ac 
we come to meaſure Good and Exil, to think 
+ judge of Truth and Error, by Mens pri- udes 
vate Intereſt or enthuſiaſtic Conceits on concei 
the one hand, or by the public Affronts br the 
and Reproaches which are caſt _ 
them, 
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them, on the other, we muſt immediately 
diſcard not only revealed, but natural 
Religion; and reduce the Principles of 
both into ſo ſmall and narrow a Compals, 
as it will be a hard Matter at laſt to find 
out either what is Truth, or what is Re- 
ligion. We muſt then not only part with 
. our. Eibles, but lay aſide our Reaſon and 
y Underſtanding too,. and ſuffer ourſelves. 


e. to be put upon by every deſigning Per- 
e- ſon, or confident Impoſer, Who hath a 
le Turn to ſerve, or a Luſt to gratify. 
ire This, I ſay, would be the miſchievous 


Conſequence of judging of Truth, eſpe- 


of cially the great Truths of Religion, by 

no the Opinions and Prejudices of Men, 

iſh rather than by the known Rule and 
Standard of Gop's Word; a Rule fo 
ſtraight and perfect, as cannot warp, 

> and will not be biaſſed by any Intereſt 

w_ or Advantage in the World. 

| tO, 

* AGAIN, on the other hand, do not 


to think the better of Vice for the Multi- 
pri- udes of thoſe that engage in it, nor 
on conceive it one whit the more creditable 
or the Name or Luſtre of a great Ex- 
ample, how eminent or conſpicuous ſo- 
ever. 
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ever. Vice is never the more to be em- 
braced for the Number of its Flatterers 
and Admirers, nor Virtue to be de- 
ſpiſed and had in Contempt, on the Ac- 
count of the Paucity or Meanneſs of 
thoſe that ſtand up, and appear pub. 
lickly ia its Defence. For the moſt 
make the worſt Choice, and go the 
wrong Way; the greatelt Company, 
both for Number and Quality, it is to 
be feared, will be found traveliing in the 
„ broad road” that leads to Deſtruction; 
while the“ ſtrait path, and narrow way,“ 
is but little frequented, * and few there be 
that find it,” ſaith our Saviour, Malt. vii. 


13, 14. 


2. Secondly, Conſider, tho' Religion 
and Virtue may not always meet with 
that Eſteem and Veneratioa which 1s 
due unto them, yet this is certain, they 
never yet were adjudged ſcandalous in 
the World, as Irreligion and Profanenels 
have always been ; yea, thoſe very Men 
who could never be reconciled to it in 
their own Perſons, have revered and 
honoured it in the Perſons of good Men 


and they that think otherwiſe, * 
: 2 
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- had the Suffrages of the Generality of 


78 Mankind in all Ages to refute and con- 
e- tradict them. 

of Ar As! the Senſual and Vicious are 
b- not competent Judges in religious Mat- 
oft ters: * the carnal man diſcerns not the 


the the things of the Spirit,” ſaith the Apoſtle, 
ny, becauſe * they are ſpiritually diſcerned,” 
to and not to be judged of by the Rules and 
the Maxims of ® worldly Wiſdom,” ſenſual 
Intereſt, or carnal Policy. The Minds of 
Sinners are © darkened, through the 
blindneſs that is in them; the Diſorder 
of their Paſſions, and the Fumes of their 
Luſts and Intemperance, caſt a Miſt be- 
fore their Eyes and cloud their Under- 
ſtandings, whereby they are unable to 
diſcern the great Truths of God, in their 
own proper and natural Light; in 
which reſpect, their Wiſdom is by the 
Holy Ghoſt adjudged * fooliſhneſs,” 1 
Cr. iii. 9. and their Practice * madneſs,” 
Eccles. ix. 3. | 


Now would any Man go to“ a fool“ 
o learn * what is wiſdom, or to a mad- 
man what is found judgment and under- + 
landing ? So in this Caſe, ſhall we go to 

the 
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the wicked and debauched Part of Man- 
kind to learn what is Religion, or to the 
worldly and ſenſual, to inſtruct us in the 
Things of the Spirit, or teach us * the 
deep. Things of Go?“ 


MzTHINKs it is a ſtrange and won- 


derful. Contradiftion, to hear Chriſtians 


ſer light by Chriſtianity, and talk againſt 
it at that Rate, as many do; to hear 


them quarrel with, and reproach the 


Stritneſs, of that Religion, which they 
themſelves do own, as to the Nature and 
Profeſſion of it at leaſt, and would make 
us to believe, they hope one Day to be 
ſaved by. As it a Man was to be 
thought worſe of, for being that in good 
earneſt, which they themſelves pre- 
tend to be in jeſt ; or that Falſhood and 
Treachery were to be adjudged no 
Crimes in Religion, which are yet uni- 
verſally condemned as baſe and villain- 
ous in all other Inſtances thereof, This 
is a Degree of Guilt peculiar to Chriſti 
ans. Men of no other Se& or Perſuaſi- 
on, that I know of, ever ſtood publick 
charged with expoſing their Religion 


and rallying the Doctrines and Prin- 
| ciples 


2 
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% ciples thereof, as the Profeſſors of Chriſ- 
he tianity have frequently done. 
” „HARD therefore, hath been thy 


« Entertainment, O bleſſed JESUS! 

« which in every Age thou haſt met 
mY « withal, to be thus vilified and re- 
* « proached, affronted and diſhonour- 
inſt „ ed, not ſo much by thy avowed 
Near „Enemies, as by thy falſe Friends, 
« and treacherous Diſciples! And no 
« leſs hard hath been the Fate of thy 
« moſt excellent Religion!“ That an 
Iaſtitution ſo divine in its Principles, 
ſo noble in its Ends, and fo excellent 
in all its Parts; a Religion that is ſo 
great a Friend to the Comfort of a 
Man's Life here, and his everlaſting 
Happineſs hereafter, ſhould yet be run 
down by every bold and trifling Wit, 
and treated after the moſt unworthy 
and difingenuous Manner, by thoſe very 
Perſons Who have vowed and ſworn 
all Obedience thereunto; and to do 
It, as ſome have done, with a Spite and 
Malice infinitely beyond that of a Jew, 


and exceeding the Barbarity of a very 
Heathen ! | 4 
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A Pre of Guilt this is, which 
is too big for Expreſſion, too black 
for Excuſe, and no doubt will at laſt 
meet with a Puniſhment worthy of it. 
And therefore, of ſuch Mens Com- 
pany and Converſation you cannot be 
too ſhy, nor too cautious : * My foul, | 
come not thou into their ſecrets : unto 
their aſſemblies be not thou united,” 
Gen, xlix.' 6. 


28 - I & 8 =» 


I is every one's Intereſt then, who 
hath any Reverence for Religion, any 
Regard to, or Belief of a future State, 
to be aware of ſuch Men and their 
Communications, as they would of Poi- 
ſon in their Meat and Drink; to take 
heed of being tainted by their ill Prin- 
ciples and corrupt Practices, whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive, and endea- 
vour to make others as bad as them- 
ſelves, and by both to ruin and deſtroy 
Souls, And for. this Reaſon, we can- 
| not be too earneſt and ſolicitous in pref 
4; fing upon you the Advice of the wik 
1 Man, Prov. i. 10. My ſon, if ſinners 


entiee thee, conſent thou not; walk 
ä | not 


? 
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u not thou in the way with them; refrain 
* thy foot from their path : for, Chap. 
v. 4 . Their end is bitter as worm- 
* wood, as ſharp as a two-edged ſword : 


their feet go down to death, their ſteps 
take hold of hell- fire“ | 
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